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Welcome to Torque, the monthly newsletter from the IMI for Motor Industry employers. 

As the professional association and Sector Skills Council for the automotive retail industry we would like to keep you up to date with news, views and information from our sector.

If you have any comments, or if you know anyone who may like to receive this newsletter, please email comms@motor.org.uk. We will not pass your details on to any other organisation.
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Headlight
Headlight is a national schools competition aimed at improving the image of the retail motor industry through supporting the learning of 14-16 year olds. Students will be introduced to the wide variety of job roles across the sector, initially focusing on non-technical roles.

Following a block of learning, students will enter their work into a national competition. These entries will be judged by industry experts and prizes awarded to individual winners and also their school. In addition, participating schools will benefit from being linked to employers in their local area.

ALL RESOURCES AVAILABLE NOW - REGISTER TODAY TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE STUDENT AND TEACHER RESOUCRES (ALL NATION SPECIFIC)

Register here. 
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Scottish Recovery Operations - The IMI needs YOU!
The IMI has developed new standards for Vehicle Recovery operators.  In order for these standards to relevantly reflect the needs of this important sector, the IMI is consulting with as many employers as possible.  

A number of UK wide employers have developed and consulted on the Vehicle Recovery National Occupational Standards. However, to ensure Scottish Employers and Individual needs and concerns are addressed; we would like to invite Scottish Vehicle Recovery operators to comment on whether they feel the NOS and the proposed qualification structure meet the needs for their sector.

Click here to view the standards.

All feedback should be returned to Jenny Snelders, Standards Developer on jennys@motor.org.uk
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Skillauto Competition
The IMI would like to thank everyone who helped make the 2010 competition possible. Skillauto could not have done this without the efforts and commitment from all of those involved.

Our congratulations go our to our Auto Tech winner, Alex Knight and the other 5 competitiors.

Winners for the Paint and Panel competition will be announced at the Bodyshop / Thatcham Craft Awards in September.

The competitions rely totally on financial sponsorship and as such we are immensely grateful to our sponsors and supporters: IMI Awards, Castrol, Bodyshop magazine, BMW Group (UK) Ltd, Wurth UK Ltd, VT Training, Honda UK, The Morelli Group and Thatcham.

Thank you to all who were involved.

Sponsoring Skillauto competitions

The Skillauto competitions have been designed to help raise the profile of skills and vocational training in the automotive sector through searching for excellence and recognising the skills of individuals at the top of their game. 

Sponsoring Skillauto competitions provides excellent promotion and public relations, with coverage throughout the year and differentiation from your competitors;

* UK wide brand recognition across the Automotive Sector
* Public recognition of supporting development of skills

If you think your organisation can help, and you are keen to get involved with Skillauto, please contact: Melissa Sagir-Amos MIMI - Skills Competitions Coordinator

Tel: 01992 511521
Email: melissaa@motor.org.uk

For more information and to enter please visit the Skillauto website. 
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Automotive Employer Skill Need Survey 2010
IMI have commissioned independent research companies, CFE and JRA Research to conduct our annual Employer Skills Survey. A survey of over 1,000 automotive retail sector employers will be undertaken from mid July to ascertain the skills priorities of the sector and explore the impact of the recession. 

For more information please contact the Research department at IMI on 01992 511521.
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The Women & Work Sector Pathways Initiative
While more than 40% of customers in the automotive sector are female, they make up only 20% of the workforce.  Steps are being taken by the IMI to address this issue and we have been actively involved in the Women and Work initiative.

The IMI are currently delivering the fourth year of the project and in order for funding of this project to have a strong chance of continuing beyond March 2011 it is important that we start to heighten the awareness amongst local MPs and central Government about the difference and impact this funding has had on our industry, on your business and for the individuals who took part.

If you have previously participated in the Women & Work initiative, we would like to ask for your support in helping us lobby Government for the continuation of funding by writing or emailing your support in favour of the project.  If you have or know of any great success stories or can articulate how the project has helped develop you or the organisation you work for we would welcome your support.

Please click here for some example case study questions that may help with the types of information we would like to receive.

With the current changes upon us in terms of funding cuts we kindly request if possible that responses are received as soon as possible.

Please do contact Nicola Hayes on 01992 511 521 or at nicolah@motor.org.uk  if you have any queries, and of course if you would like to participate in the scheme we still have places available so please do get in touch.

Thank you for your assistance.
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Skills London 2010
The Skills London 2010 event will take place at the ExCeL Exhibition Centre on
7th-9th October.

Skills London 2008 attracted over 54,000 young visitors and nearly 200 exhibitors, making it the UK’s biggest careers event.

The aim of Skills London 2010 is to inspire young visitors mainly between the ages of 14 and 19, to take up skills-based training and careers. At the same time it will enable hundreds of employers, colleges, universities, training bodies and advice organisations to raise their profile, showcase their services and recruit the next generation of students, trainees and employees.

If you would like more details or would like to book a stand, please telephone 01823 362813, or visit the event website.
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Advertise in MIM
How can you reach over 20,000 influential motor industry professionals each month?  

By advertising in MIM Magazine.  

See a sample edition here. 

For more information contact Chris Bean at Ten Alps Publishing on 020 7878 2334.
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Latest Motor Industry News
Average age of vehicles on the road rises
The average age of vehicles on the roads in the UK is increasing...  
[ Full Story ]

Changes to congestion charge could make pollution worse
The changes to the congestion charge scheme that mayor of London Boris Johnson has proposed will make pollution worse in London...  
[ Full Story ]

Speed cameras in the North-East generated over £2.7m in fines
More than £2...  
[ Full Story ]
 
For more of the latest Motor Industry News click here... 
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Torque Newsletter archive
To see previous editions of Torque newsletters please click here...
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Regards

Sarah Sillars OBE FIMI
Executive Chair
The Institute of the Motor Industry

Tel: 01992 511 521
Email: info@motor.org.uk
http://www.motor.org.uk
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Click here to follow the IMI on Twitter and keep up to date with our news.
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