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Welcome to Torque, the monthly newsletter from the IMI for Motor Industry employers. 

As the professional association and Sector Skills Council for the automotive retail industry we would like to keep you up to date with news, views and information from our sector.

If you have any comments, or if you know anyone who may like to receive this newsletter, please email mariannec@motor.org.uk. We will not pass your details on to any other organisation.
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In this newsletter...

WorldSkills Competition 2011
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Top industry achievers honoured in Skillmiles scheme

Find out how vocational qualifications can help your business
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Calling all technicians - do you want to be part of a new TV show?
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WorldSkills Competition 2011

Can you train the UK’s most highly skilled young people who could achieve success at the WorldSkills Competition in London in October 2011 as a volunteer Training Manager/WorldSkills Expert? 

This is a unique opportunity to be the talent behind the WorldSkills stars!

In 2009 UK Skills took a team of 26 highly skilled young people to the WorldSkills Competition, the largest international skills competition in the world, involving over 50 countries. They returned with three gold medals, six bronze medals and 14 Medallions for Excellence. 

In 2011, the WorldSkills Competition comes to London and UK Skills are looking for a dynamic training manager to lead the training of the Team UK competitors for Automobile Technology, and to help achieve a best-ever score in that skill.

If you believe you can join a team of very special training managers and experts, click here for more information or contact Charles Turner at UK Skills on 020 7429 2838 or email Charles.Turner@ukskills.org.uk. 
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Welsh employers urged to tell young people 'you're hired'.

Wales Office Minister Wayne David and Welsh Assembly Government Education Minister Leighton Andrews joined forces with a former winner of TV's The Apprentice to encourage local employers to say 'you're hired' to more young people.

The Ministers joined Apprentice winner Tim Campbell at an employer breakfast, held in Cardiff, aimed to highlight the UK Government's 'Backing Young Britain' campaign and encourage local employers to create new opportunities for young people to help them through the recession.

Backing Young Britain is bringing businesses and public and voluntary sectors together to ensure that the valuable skills and experience of our young people aren't being wasted. It helps young people develop work skills and confidence through training and volunteering programmes.

Also on the panel at the event was Richard Shaw, HR Manager, RWEnpower, Aberthaw Power Station and Linda Badman, Jobcentre Plus. The breakfast was hosted by Tim Campbell, who worked for Amstrad after being hired by Sir Alan Sugar on the TV show. He is now the founder of Bright Ideas Trust, a social enterprise which encourages young budding entrepreneurs from disadvantaged backgrounds to start business ventures.

For more information on Backing Young Britain click here 
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Top industry achievers honoured in Skillmiles scheme

The IMI celebrated the achievements of automotive companies and individuals in the Skillmiles scheme at its Annual Dinner last week in the presence of the Institute's Patron, HRH Prince Michael of Kent.

The Skillmiles scheme was launched two years ago by the IMI as a pioneering way to recognise the support given to aid skills development across the automotive sector and the awards provide a meaningful way to acknowledge this support and pay tribute to those actively making a difference to the industry.

It enables the IMI, as a Professional Body and the Sector Skills Council, to demonstrate to the industry, employers and Government that many companies and individuals in our sector are making valuable contributions to raising skill levels much of which had not previously been recognised.

For more information contact katiea@motor.org.uk or click here
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Find out how vocational qualifications can help your business

The IMI has been working closely with the Government to create a new website and advertising campaign designed to increase employer awareness and involvement in vocational reform.

The website is designed to inform all employers, including those in the automotive sector, about changes to the vocational qualification landscape, including reforms to make all qualifications focus on choice, clarity and confidence.

The site is part of a joint project with Business Link and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, designed to ensure that each sector's businesses are at the heart of the changes.

Automotive employers looking to find out more should go to www.businesslink.gov.uk/vocationalqualifications/
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ATA Accreditation Update

Autoglazing
In line with current trends to repair windscreens rather than replace them, the IMI have worked with the industry to revise the ATA Autoglazing windscreen repair assessment to include a communication exercise. This is designed to enable repairers to effectively communicate the benefits of a repair over a replacement and to manage customer expectations. This will be added to all the levels within the Autoglazing route. 

Customer Service Advisor
The IMI are developing Senior Customer Service Advisor practical assessments and underpinning knowledge tests. These are currently being tested and trialled with the industry.

Fast Fit
IMI have developed a new ATA route for Fast Fit which will be launched in spring 2010.

To go to the ATA website click here
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Calling all technicians - do you want to be part of a new TV show?

The Discovery Channel are looking are looking for three technicians to work as part of their CAR ER team.

The time commitment for the pilot would only be a couple of days but obviously if the series went ahead then they may require a greater time commitment. 

i)  Lead Technician - Will be the most experienced technician and will do most of the on-camera explanations. They will need to be able to explain clearly how each procedure is undertaken

ii)  Assistant Technician - Will assistant the lead technician on the main jobs, but will undertake some of the smaller procedures themselves. They may be required to do some explanation on camera. 

iii)   Junior Technician - Will assist the other two technicians but will not have to present to camera.

Obviously the lead technician is a vital role and the Discovery Channel would happy to cast this person from any location. They are looking to fill this role first.

If you would like to become involved, please contact Bob Sandy at Influential Media on bobsandy@influential.tv or 07711 921 962
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Latest Motor Industry News

Crackdown by retailer on 'virtual car sales'
New and used car retail website, Exchange and Mart, has launched a crackdown on fraudulent car sales on its site.
[ Full Story ] 

Next generation diesel technology for Alfa MiTo
The Alfa MiTo range from Alfa Romeo has next generation diesel technology, which boosts the economical yet powerful diesel derivatives in models since it was first launched in 2009.
[Full Story]

Fears for post-scrappage market in UK 
There are fears for the post-scrappage new car market in the UK after new car sales in Germany dropped by almost a third... 
[Full Story]
 

For more of the latest Motor Industry News click here ... 
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Torque Newsletter archive

To see previous editions of Torque newsletters please click here ...
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Regards

Sarah Sillars OBE FIMI
Executive Chair
The Institute of the Motor Industry

Tel: 01992 511 521
Email: info@motor.org.uk
http://www.motor.org.uk
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Click here to follow the IMI on Twitter and keep up to date with our news.
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	   Click here to visit the IMI website ... 
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	If you would prefer not to receive further emails from us, please email imiustop@motor.org.uk
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