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Engineering Qualifications

Fact Sheet

Institute Qualifications

In addition to its normal levels of membership, the Institute may also award to its members two vocational engineering qualifications.

What are the Institute's Engineering Qualifications?

The Certificated Automotive Engineer (CAE) and the Advanced Automotive Engineer (AAE) are vocational qualifications which are unlike any other UK qualifications – they relate to not only certificated academic achievement but also proven skill competence and experience.

· CAE denotes a qualified motor industry Technician

· AAE denotes a qualified motor industry Advanced Technician/Supervisor

Who recognises these qualifications?

In this country

Since April 1990, the CAE and AAE (formerly LAE – Licentiate Automotive Engineer and MAE – Master Automotive Engineer) qualifications have been recognised by dealer training managers from manufacturers and importers as desirable qualifications to be achieved by technicians participating in their programmes.

Some manufacturers, importers, large groups, colleges and training providers have incorporated the Engineering qualifications into their apprentice schemes.

The RAF and REME Motor Vehicle Technician and Mechanic schemes are recognised by the Institute and provide eligibility for the Engineering qualifications.

CAE and AAE are recognised as highly desirable qualifications by companies employing engineers and technicians in the fleet, leasing, insurance and warranty sectors.

Other countries

The Institute accepts Canadian provincial Apprenticeship & Trade Certificates as a path into the CAE qualification.

The Institute also recognises trade and craft certificates from various other countries.

The European Union

The qualifications are based on the European ideal of the Trades Person (CAE) and the Advanced Trades Person (AAE).

Successful applications for AAE have been received from German “Meister” technicians.
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Certificated Automotive Engineer - CAE

To qualify for the award of CAE, the applicant requires one of the following vocational programmes or IMI accredited award, at least three years' relevant experience and evidence of approved qualification/technical skills updating for the last two years.
UK - Light & Heavy Vehicles

· An appropriate NVQ/SVQ at Level 3, OR

· The National Craft Certificate (NJC), OR

· City & Guilds 381 Part II (or previous equivalent City & Guilds courses), plus success in approved skill assessments or recognised manufacturers' technical training programmes, OR

· BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) National Certificate or Diploma in motor vehicle, plus success in skills assessments, OR

· IMI 600 Series qualification or Technical Certificate at Level 3, plus skills assessment, OR

· City & Guilds 383 Part II, plus confirmation of competence within industry, OR

· RAF No 4 School of Technical Training - MT Technician, OR

· REME - Vehicle Mechanic Class 1 or Vehicle Electrician Class I Certificate

· Automotive Technician Accreditation - Diagnostic Technician Level 3

Ireland - Light & Heavy Vehicles

· The National Craft Certificate, OR

· The Junior & Senior Department of Education Group Trade Certificate in Motor Engineering, OR

· Cork Institute of Technology National Certificate in Technology (Automobile Technology), OR

· Limerick Institute of Technology National Certificate in Technology (Automobile Technology)

Canada - Light & Heavy Vehicles

· Provincial Motor Mechanical Apprentice & Trade Certificate

UK - Body Repair, Body Building, Refinishing & Trimming

· An appropriate NVQ/SVQ at Level 3, OR

· The National Craft Certificate (NJC), OR

· City & Guilds 385 Part II (or previous equivalent City & Guilds courses), plus success in approved skill assessments or recognised manufacturers' technical training programmes, OR

· BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) National Certificate or Diploma in motor vehicle, plus success in skills assessments, OR

· IMI 600 Series qualification or Technical Certificate at Level 3, plus skills assessment, OR

· City & Guilds 398 Part II, plus confirmation of competence within industry

· IMI/Thatcham Body Shop Accreditation at Senior Level

UK - Motor Cycle

· An appropriate NVQ/SVQ at Level 3, OR

· The National Craft Certificate (NJC), OR

· City & Guilds 389-1 (or previous equivalent City & Guilds courses), plus success in approved skill assessments or recognised manufacturers' technical training programmes, OR

· BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) National Certificate or Diploma in motor vehicle, plus success in skills assessments, OR

· IMI 600 Series qualification or Technical Certificate at Level 3, plus skills assessment, OR

· City & Guilds 389 Part II, plus confirmation of competence within industry

· Automotive Technician Accreditation - Diagnostic Technician Level 3

Engineering Qualifications

Advanced Automotive Engineer - AAE

To qualify for the award of AAE, the applicant requires one of the vocational programmes outlined below, or IMI accredited award.  They should also have been at CAE level for two years, or have at least five years’ relevant experience.

UK - Light and Heavy Vehicles

· A City & Guilds Full Technological Certificate (FTC) or its contributory elements, OR

· A City & Guilds Licentiateship (LCGI) in Motor Vehicle (gained through technical qualifications), OR

· BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) Higher National Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND) in Motor Vehicle, OR

· The Institute’s Accepted Unit Programme (see overleaf)

· Automotive Technician Accreditation – Master Technician Level 4

UK - Body Repair, Body Building, Refinishing and Trimming

· A City & Guilds Full Technological Certificate (FTC) or its contributory elements, OR

· A City & Guilds Licentiateship (LCGI) in Motor Body (gained through technical qualifications), OR

· BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) Higher National Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND) in Motor Body, OR

· The Institute’s Accepted Unit Programme (see overleaf)

UK - Motor Cycle

· A City & Guilds Full Technological Certificate (FTC) or its contributory elements, OR

· A City & Guilds Licentiateship (LCGI) in Motor Cycle (gained through technical qualifications), OR

· BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) Higher National Certificate (HNC) or Diploma (HND) in Motor Cycle

· Automotive Technician Accreditation – Master Technician Level 4

Notes:
Please note that each of the above must be supported by some form of advanced level technician training. This could be via an IMI recognised manufacturer’s programme.

Only BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) technically-based HNC/HND units will be accepted. (Some higher qualifications only have management units). For example, in Motor Vehicle that means Engine Faults Diagnosis, Chassis Faults Diagnosis, and Electrical & Electronic Faults Diagnosis. For Motor Body the units are typically Electrical and Electronic Faults Diagnosis, Body Fault Finding, and Paint Fault Finding.

Ireland - Light and Heavy Vehicles

· Intermediate and Advanced Department of Education Technological Certificates in Motor Engineering

· Dublin Institute of Technology Technician Certificate in Transport Engineering

· Cork Institute of Technology National Diploma in Technology (Transport Management and Technology)
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Advanced Automotive Engineer - AAE (cont.)
The Institute’s Accepted Unit Programmes
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Advanced Level for Mechanical and Electrical (units)

This programme has four units:

· Engine Fault Diagnosis

C & G Part 3 or HNC unit

· Chassis Faults Diagnosis

C & G Part 3 or HNC unit

· Electrical and Electronic Fault Diagnosis

C & G Part 3 or HNC unit

· IMI Supervisory Studies

(or acceptable equivalent)

The BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) HNC or

City & Guilds 381 Part III units being taught

by most colleges cover the first three units.

Applicants who have gained the Institute's Certificate of

Management fulfill the requirement for a supervisory qualification.


Advanced Level for Body and Paint (units)

This programme requires four of the five units shown,

including two of the three optional technical units

marked with an asterisk:

· Electrical and Electronic Faults Diagnosis*

C & G or HNC unit

· Body Fault Finding*

C & G or HNC unit

· Paint Fault Finding*

C & G or HNC unit

· Health & Safety course

· IMI Supervisory Studies

(or acceptable equivalent)

The BTEC/SCOTVEC (EDEXCEL/SQA) HNC or

City & Guilds 385 Part III units being taught

by most colleges cover the first three units.

The Health and Safety course may be an approved COSHH course or acceptable equivalent.

Applicants who have gained the Institute's Certificate of

Management fulfill the requirement for a supervisory qualification.

